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Abstract 
Insurgences have become a recurring issue in Nigeria. Its attendant 
consequences are simply unfortunate. The divergence nature of Nigerian 
society is a contributory factor to insurgence because of the quest or interest 
of different ethnic groups, political parties as well as the element of religious 
indifference. Efforts have been made by government agencies as well as 
international bodies to curb the menace in Nigeria to no avail. The paper 
therefore, calls for an urgent measure to be taken by religious leaders to 
combat insurgence in Nigeria. 

 
Key Words: Insurgent, Religious Indifference, Religious Leaders, Ethnic Background, 
and Political Interest. 
 
 Insurgency as we all know is no longer a new phenomenon in Nigeria. Nigeria 
since her return to civil rule in 1999 and faced some national security challenges across 
the six geo –political zones in the country. These ranges from bomb blasts, kidnapping, 
pipeline vandalisation and other forms of criminalities (Abimbola and Adedinisi, 
2012). The minister of police affairs Navy captain Olubolade  shared the above view 
when he stated that “he will rather say that we are facing new threats different from 
what we used to face before” but as these threats confront us, we will find solutions to 
them; it is now a period to look forward and overcome the challenges that face us” 
(NAN, 2011).  
 

The resultant effect of all these activities is a threat to the unit & survival of 
Nigeria as a (nation) or a threat to the existence of Nigeria as a nation. The activities of 
insurgents according to some analysts are as a result of political dissatisfaction, ethnic 
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and religious differences, perceived societal neglect and poverty among the people. 
This insurgency is said to be politically motivated. The activities of the insurgents 
especially the Boko haram insurgent is so disheartening and some citizens are being 
butchered and broken to pieces everyday like animals by bomblasts. Certain measures 
have been taken by government to cob the menace but to no avail. It is against this 
background that this paper seeks to investigate the trend of insurgent in Nigeria with 
major emphasis on the Boko Haram sect. The approaches of government so far on 
resolving the issue of terrorism in Nigeria and the roles religious leaders need to play; 
to put an end to the menace in Nigeria are the main concern of this paper. 
 
Trend of Insurgency in Nigeria  

With the return of civil rule in 1999, Nigeria has been confronted with series of 
security challenges which cut across the six geo-political zones. The act of terrorism in 
the country are mainly carried out by the militants in the Niger delta area and the Boko 
Harm in the Northern part. For instance, before 1998, the Niger delta people had 
adopted series of strategies as means of getting themselves out of socio-political 
marginalization, lack of infrastructural facilities, environmental degradation and lack of 
corporate social responsibilities. Among these strategies were petition, litigation, 
protest, and distant and mass mobilization. The last phase of Niger Delta agitation 
which began in 1998 to the present date, was marked with terror strategies which 
included outright confrontation, violence, pipeline vandalization and bombing of oil 
installation, armed resistance against the agents of the Nigerian state and the 
transnational oil companies operating in the region, kidnapping and hostage taking 
(Ogbogbo, 2004, in Abimbola and Adesote, 2012).  
 

The emergence of various youth militias such as the Ijaw Youth council (IYC), 
the Egbesu boys, the Niger Delta peoples volunteer force led by Alhaji Asari Dokugbo, 
the Isoko National Youth movement (INYM), the movement for the Emancipation of 
the Niger Delta (MEND) led by Harry Okah,  Niger Delta Liberation Force (NDLF) 
among others necessitated the adoption of the act of terrorism in the region. The 
activities of the Youth restiveness in the Niger Delta area against the Nigerian state, on 
the one hand and the transnational oil companies operating in the region on the other, 
have constitute a threat to national security. Before the adoption of Amnesty 
programme by the late president Alhaji Umaru Musa Yar’adua in 2010, as a positive 
measure to put an end to domestic terrorism in the region, the region had remained the 
most dangerous zone to live in the country (Adesote, 2010 in Abimbola and Adetose, 
2012).  Thus, the adoption of the act of terrorism in the region especially since 1999 up 
till 2010 forced the Nigerian state to change her tactics by withdrawing the stick and 
offering, the carrot in form of amnesty. To an extent, it can therefore be concluded that 
Amnesty programme remained the most effective way or approach towards ending 
domestic terrorism in the Niger Delta region by the Nigerian state (Abimbola and 
Adesote, 2011 in Abimbola and Adesote 2012). 
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    The Nigerian state today is faced with a very big challenge of insurgency; the 
Boko Haram, and Islamic sect in the Northern part of Nigeria. The emergence of this 
dreaded Islamic group since 2009 and its activities have not only constituted a threat to 
the security of the nation, but have also made the area the most dangerous place to live 
in. The activities of this sect are moving towards the disintegrating the country 
(Abimbola & Adesote, 2012). It is imperative to state that an attempt to forcefully 
impose religions ideology or belief on the Nigerian society since her independent in 
1960 especially in the Northern part, since colonial period was led by the leader of the 
maitatsine sect and group in the 1980s which eventually led to large scale uprisings. 
Thus, it can therefore be said that the emergence of this dreaded Islamic sect popularly 
known as Boko Haram had its roots and inspiration from colonial period as well as 
from “Maitatsine” uprisings in the early 1980s (Abimbola and Adesote 2012). 
Although Boko Haram could be compared in terms of philosophy or ideology and 
objectives to the maitatsine group, its organizational, planning, armed resistance and 
modus oprerandi is Taliban (Danjij 2009).  
 
    The exact time that this sect emerged is left unknown. There are series of 
conflicting report on their emergence in the northern part of the country. It was 
gathered from Sunday tribune, 12th February 2012 that the Boko Haram started around 
2003, the group had been in existence since 1995. It was however confirmed that the 
entry of the slain Mallam Mohammed Yusuf radicalized the group and opened it to 
foreign collaboration, especially with the Al-Queda in Islamic Maghreb (AQIM). It was 
also gathered that the Jamalaful Ahlus Sunnah Ludda’ Ahrati wal Jihad (Brethren 
United in pursuit of Holywood, also known as Boko Haram, started of its actions in 
2001, under the leadership of Late Yusuf from that time the group had intensified its 
propagation of an extreme Islamic doctrine which sees western education and 
democracy as corruption and immoral (Sunday Tribute, 2012).  In 1995, the group was 
said to be operating under the name Shabaab, Muslim Youth organization. It operated 
from Indimi Mosque located along Damjo ahead Maiduguri Bornu State and had one 
Mallam Lawal as a leader and another Mallam Usman as secretary. 
 
    In 1999, Lawal was said to had left Nigeria for futher studies at the university 
of medina, Saudi Arabia, thereby allowing the mantle of leadership to fall on a man 
known as Mustapha Modujon, commonly called Mohammed Yusuf. His leadership 
according to source opened the group to the political influences and increased 
popularity. The late Mallam Yusuf is said to be a favorite student of prominent 
Nigerian Islamic scholar Sheikh Jafar Mohammed Adam and hailed from cringer 
village in Jakusko Local government of Yobe state, he was born on 29th January 1920, 
married four wives and had 12 children. In the year 2000, Yusuf had won the respect of 
some elders and youths at Indimi Mosque activities and along the line out-staged all the 
teachers to become the leader of them all. Most of the youths who followed him saw 
the older clerics as secular and anti-Sharia. According to this report, majority of his 
followers were largely illiterate youths who engaged in petty trading or had dropped 
out of school (Dangers, 2009). 
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 Yusuf later established his own Mosque in an area called Railway Quarters in 
Maidugari while also extending his preaching to the Mosques located at kandahar, 
Unguwa Doki near monday market and millionaire’s Quarters. According to 
investigators, by early 2004, the sect had goon into state like Borno, Yobe and rotating 
between states and some of the converted youths had to abandon their studies to join 
the group. The ready-made army of followers were said to be the Almajiris. It was after 
2004 that the sect leaders was said to have established lines with the Algerian Salafist 
group, now known as Al,Qaeda in Islamic Maghred, (APIM) which gave their training 
on combat and use of Improved Explosive Devices (IEDs) impetus. From training 
acquired in Aqim, it was gathered that Boko Haram members were able to show 
dexterity in handling of weapons and manufacture of what is called “dirty bombs” 
through IEDs (Danjiba, Zoba, Nigeria mibure, 2012 in Abimbola and Adefose, 2012). 
 

Report has it that many Islamists were dissatisfied by the adoption of sharia 
law in the northern states between 1990 and 2001. the Sharia introduction is said to 
have been watered down. They felt that imported system of government based on 
“western values” has resulted in ostensible corruption, poverty, unemployment and 
confirmed suppression of “true” Islam in northern part of Nigeria (Danjijo, 2009). What 
then is Boko Haram? The Ideology and philosophy of the sect therefore, heeds 
explanation of the two key words for proper understanding. Boko Haram in Hausa 
languge means book, western or foreign, while the word Haram is an Islamic derivation 
meaning forbidden, ungodly or sinful (Dandido, 2009 and Adesoji, 2010.) literally put 
together, boko haram means book is sinful. But its deeper meaning is that, forbid 
everything western and western education, western education is sinful, sacrilegious, or 
ungodly and should therefore be forbidden (Dandido 2009 and Adesoji 2010). 
 

From the foregone therefore, it is deduced that the group out-rightly do not 
respect  anything western. Western education, modern science and western culture 
enshrined in Islam is strictly prohibited, and strict adherence to Islam by all and Sundry 
regardless of personal wishes. In line with the above objectives, the movement seeks to 
impose Sharia across all Nigerian states (Bumah,2009). The former leader, Mohammed 
Yusuf said “education spoils the belief in God”. The sect full name Jama`atu Ahhs 
Sunna hidda await wal-jihad “people committed to the propagation of the prophet’s 
teachers and Jihad” seeks to create an Islamic state governed by Sharia law in Nigeria 
by seemingly, what ever means it has at its disposal and at what ever human cost it 
deems necessary (Bumah, 2009). The movement intends to replace modern state 
formation with the traditional Islamic state, because western values run contrary to 
Islamic values. To them Umma Mahammadu-mushin faithful and Dar-ut-Islam 
community cannot be compromised in the face of western influence in the Nigerian 
secular society. Therefore, the moral decadence and evil in the society is as a result of 
the embrace of western civilization and for such evil to be curbed, an Islamic society 
must be entrenched by destroying modern political institutions and infrastructures. This 
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can be inferred as the reason why police and armed forces formations, government 
establishments and properties are targets of destructions by the movement. It is also 
believed that, any member who fights and dies either by suicide bombing in the process 
or establishing a sharia state by destroying modern state formation and government 
establishment would automatically go to Aljama-paradise or heaven (Danjiba, 2009 in 
Abimbola and Adesofe, 2012). It could then be understood, that Almajiris is the  reason 
for the large followership. 

 
 Although, Boko Haram is seen as a religious group fighting a religious course, 
some feel it is politically motivated to bring down the present government. Ariyomo 
(2010) is of the opinion that insurgency in Nigeria is not about religious but parties and 
polities. To him, there was a huge difference between insurgency, especially when it is 
terror driven and agitation by aggrieved individuals who might resort to violence as 
witnessed in the country before now. Comparing Nigerians civil war and the militancy 
in the Niger Delta, Ariyomo asserted that Boko Haram issue “is different and chiefly 
about terror where the first thing that gets out of the window is reason and the fact that 
it is not motivated by any equal opportunity”. Stating further he said “the characteristics 
that make insurgency distinct is that it is ideology driven. This was the insurgent’s 
potent weapon and it is not principally and chiefly religious, even if it uses religion as a 
vehicle. It is primarily about powers. The act of insurgency in Nigeria was to make 
president Jonathan look incompetent and as if he has lost control of the nation (Odunsi 
2014).  
 

Considering the corrent inclusion of female, mostly young girls in their terror 
activities, portrays the fact that the Boko Haram Insurgency is all about politics, since, 
in Islam “Jihad” is not obligatory for women. Even in the extreme cases found in the 
history of Islam when Jihad  was evoked to be obligatory, there are seven conditions 
that have to be satisfied. These are: being a Muslim, being an adult, being of sound 
mind, being free, being male, being physically sound and being able to afford it 
financially (quotation please). 

 
 With regard to children taking part in Jihad, Hadith tells us that a companion of 
prophet Mohammed (PBUH), Iri Unar, said: I presented my self to the messenger of 
Allah (PUBH) on the day of Uhud when I was fourteen years old, and he did not let me 
slain the fighting “Also regarding women taking part in jihad, in the Hadith of Alla 
(may Allah be pleased with us), she asked prophet Mohammed (PBUH)this: “O 
messenger of Allah, do women have to engage in Jihad?” His response was :” Jihad in 
which there is no fighting  Haji and Umrah” (Timothy, 2014). Thus, knowing that 
children and females generally are viewed as the most unsuspecting to carry out such 
adios acts, the Insurgents have decided to recruit and use them as foot soldiers and 
vessels in propagating their misguided war to cause maximum destruction. This 
according to Muslim is un-Islamic and not acceptable as being religious. 
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 The activities of the sect so far has been bombing of churches, government 
establishments, market places and parks, shopping malls and filling stations. 
Kidnapping and adduction of children and women, the most prominent being the 
abduction of 200 chibok secondary school girls in Borno state, attack of moslim clerics 
and Christian leaders. Boko Haram has in resent weeks shifted tactics from heat and 
run attacks to attempting to seize and hold territory, proclaiming one captured town, 
Gwoza as part of Islamic caliphate (lanzewagu, 2014). 

 
 The issue of the techniques and strategy used by this dreaded Islamic sect also 
needs considerations. Their strategy has taken series of dimensions since inception 
which has made some schools of thought and stake holders in the country as well as 
international community to conclude the sect has link with other terrorist nations in the 
world. For instance, their modis operandi which has been fashioned after the Taliban in 
Afghanistan, has made some to conclude that the sect must have sent their members to 
Afghanistan, Lebanon, Pakistan, Iraq, Mauritania and Algeria for training. The 
operation saw-dust carried out by the military and police covering North East geo-
political zones of Borno, Bauchi and Yobe that led to the arrest of Yusuf Mohamed the 
leader of the group attest to the fact, that a link exist between the group and other 
terrorist nations. These arrests provided the first clues about the links between Boko 
Haram and the Al-qaeda terrorist group as those arrested with Yusuf Mohammed 
revealed they had been trained in the act of terrorism at Afghanistan, Lebanon, Pakistan 
and Iraq. Items recovered during the operation included maps and diagrams of 
government establishments and some directions to specific government buildings in 
Abuja (Danjibo, 2009, in Abimbola and Adesofe 2012). 
 
 Other reports in Nigeria and foreign press about the activities of such groups as 
Salafist group and combat (SGPC) in Algeria, Tablighi clerics from Pakistan and 
Wahabist Missionaries from Saudi Arabia in Northern Nigeria, as well as the reports of 
the training of some fundamentalists in Al-qaeda camps in some foreign countries, 
offer proof of Boko Haram’s links with fundamentalist groups around the world 
(Adesoji 2010 in Abinbola and Adesole 2012). It is clear though from  available  
evidence that the   sect is against anything western in general and in the Northern part  
particularly, the reason for unleashing attacks on the Nigeria state with a view to 
achieving their objectives, why then the attack on fellow Muslims, if it is a so called 
Jihad against “infidels” or the “kafirs”?  It will therefore not be out of place to take a 
glimpse of all their activities and attacks from inception till date: 
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Major Incident of Boko Haram Attacks Since 2009 Up Till Date 

Date  Casualties  
July 26, 2009 Boko Haram launches mass uprising with attack on a police station 

in Bauchi, starting a five-day uprising that spread to Maiduguri and 
elsewhere.   

September 7, 2010 Boko Haram attacked a prison in Bauchi, killed about five guards 
and freed over 700 inmates, including former sect members. 

October 11, 2010  Bombing/gun attack on a police station in Maiduguri destroyed the 
station and injures three by the group  

December 24, 2010  The group carried out a bomb attack in Jos killing 8 people.  
December 28, 2010 Book Haram claims responsibility for the Christmas Eve bombing in 

Jos that killed 38 people.  
December 31, 201  The group attacks a Mammy market at Army Mogadishu Barracks, 

Abuja, 11 people died.  
April 1, 2011 The group attacked a police station in Bauchi  
April 9, 2011 A bomb in Maiduguri kills a policeman. 
April 20, 2011 A bomb in Maiduguri kills a policeman  
April 22, 2011 The group attacked a prison in Yola and freed 14 prisoners 
April 24, 2011 Four bombs exploded in Maiduguri, killing at least three. 
May 29, 2011 Bombings of an army barrack in Bauchi city and Maiduguri that led 

to the death of 15 people. 
May 31, 2011 Gunmen assassinated Abba Anas Ibn Umar Garbai, brother of the 

Shehu of Bomo, in Maiduguri 
June 1, 2011 The group killed sheiit of Bomo’s brother Abba El-kanemi  
June 7, 2011  A team of gunmen launch parallel attacks with guns and bombs on a 

church and police stations in Maiduguri, killing 5 people 
June 16, 2011 Bombing of police headquarters in Abuja, claimed by Boko Haram. 

Casualty reports vary. 
June 26, 2011 Gunmen shoot and bomb a bar in Maiduguri killing about 25 people   
August 16, 2011 
  

The Bombing of United Nations Office in Abuja, killing over 34  
people by the group.    

January 6,2012   The sect attacked some southerners in Mubi killing about 13 Igbos  
January 21, 2012  Multiple bomb blast rocked Kano city, claiming over 185 people  
January 29, 2012 Bombing of Kano police station at Naibawa Area of Yakatabo 
February 8, 2012  Bomb blast rocked Army Headquaters in Kaduna 
February 15, 2012  Koton Karife prison, Kogi State was attacked by the sect and about 

119 prisoners were released and a warder was killed.  
February 19, 2012 Bomb blast rocked Suleja Niger State near Christ embassy Church, leaving 5 

people seriously injured  
February 26, 2012 Bombing of church of Christ in Nigeria, Jos leading to the death of about 2 

worshippers and about 38 people sustained serious injuries. 
March 8 2012 An Italian, Franco Lamolinara and a Briton, Christopher McManus, who 

were Expatriate Staff of Stabilim Vissioni construction firm were abducted in 
2011 by a splinter group of Boko Haram and were later killed.   

April 26, 2012 Bombing of three media houses (This day news paper in Abuja killing 3 and 
2 security officers and injured 13 people; this day, the sun and the moments 
newspapers in Kaduna killing 3 persons and injured many others    

April 29, 2012 Attack on Bayero University, Kano, killing 13 christian worshippers, a senior 
non academic staff and two professors   

April 30, 2012  Bomb explosion in Jalingo, claiming 11 persons and several others wounded.  
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Sources: punch 17, June 2011, Punch 27, February, 2012, Punch 23, February, 2012, 
Guardian 20, February, 2012, Guardian 12, March, 2012, Nigeria Tribune 30, and 
January. 

Date  Casualties  
17 February 2013 In a shoot out between gunmen and  soldiers, 

two civilians and two Boko Haram members 
were killed   

19 February 2013 A French family of seven kidnapped in 
Cameron and taken to Nigeria  

21 February 2013 A blast targeting a military patrol vehicle 
killed two civilians in Maiduguri   

22 February 2013 A suicide blast targeting a military vehicle in 
Maiduguri kills a civilian  

23 February 2013 5 people killed in an attack on a group of 
people playing card in Maiduguri   

28 February 2013 Multiple blasts in three areas of Maiduguri 
injured 3 people including soldiers. A 
residence housing foreign workers was 
stormed by gunmen leaving two guards dead.  

9 March 2013 A video posted online showing the bodies of 
some of the seven hostages killed by Ansaru.  

12 March 2013 Gunmen opened fire at a primary school in 
Kano injuring four teachers  

15 March 2013 A senior judicial official was killed in Kano. 
Gunmen also raided a prison in Gwoza, 
freeing 170 inmates, leaving one civilian 
dead.  

18 March 2013 A suicide bomber killed 41 at a bus station in 
Kano.   

22 March 2013 Attackers blast a jail, a police station and a 
bank killing 25 people. 

31 March 2013 A raid on Boko Haram hideout in Kano led 
to the death of 14 Boko Haram members and 
a soldiers   

11 April 2013 An attack on a police station in Babban and a 
village of Yobe led to the death of four 
policemen and five Boko Haram gunmen.  

April 19 2013 Fierce fighting between groups and 
suspected Isalmists in Baga kills 187 people.  

May 5 2013 A group of gunmen killed 10 resident in 
attack on a church and a market at njilang 
village in Adamawa state. 

May 7 2013  Attacks in the town of Bama against security 
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formation killed 55, freeing 105 inmates  
June 11 2013 Gunman disguised as mourners killed 15 

residents of the Hausari area of Maiduguri in 
a fake funeral    

 June 17 2013 Gunmen stormed a secondary school 
dormitory killing seven students and two 
teachers, leaving two soldiers wounded 

June 18 2013 An attack on examination hall in the 
Ansarudeen prelate school in Maiduguri 
leaves 5 students dead 

June 27 2013 Boko Haram burned 209 schools in Yobe 
State 

June 30 2013 Boko Haram killed 10 cowpea traders from 
southern Nigeria in mongumo in Borno State  

June 6 2013  A government secondary school was 
attacked in Mamudo in Yobe State, 41 
students and a teacher were killed   

July 26 2013 Gunman killed 23 youth vigilantes in an 
ambush near the town of Mainok 58 km from 
Maiduguri   

July 27 2013 Boko Haram gunmen killed 20 civilians in 
Borno 

August 10 2013  Boko Haram gunmen killed 12 residents in 
Ngom  village 

August 11 2013 Boko Haram gunmen stormed a mosque 
during morning prayer killing 44  people  

August 31 2013 Boko Haram gunmen killed 12 nomads and 
shot dead 24 JTF members who were 
combing Mongunu forest in Borno State in 
search of insurgents   

September 5 2013 Boko Haram gunmen dressed as traders 
attacked a market killing 15 people in 
Gajiran 

September 7 2013 Five were killed by boko Haram insurgent on 
their way to a mosque in Bulabulin Ngawa 
village 

September 8 2013 A fight between boko haram gunmen and 
JTF left seventeen JTF members dead and 18 
injured  

September 11 2013 Attack on a police station in Ga’anda village 
in Adamawa killed 2 police officers, leaving 
one injured. The police station was equally 
razed down 
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September 15 2013 Gunmen attacked a meeting of a local 
vigilante group in Gamboru, killing 18 
people 

September 17 2013 Boko Haram insurgents in a coordinated 
attack on the town of Banishelled, killed 142 
people and burnt down a dozen of homes    

September 19 2013 An interface with Boko Haram gunmen by 
soldiers led to the death of sixteen soldiers 
and  9 others missing 

September 20 2013 Attack on Bulabulun village outside 
Maiduguri left 14 residents dead 

September 28 2013 Insurgents attacked and shot dead forty 
students of the college of education Guba in 
Yobe State. 

October 24 2013  Gunmen in military uniform attacked a 
military barracks and police facilities killing 
scores including 35 men in army uniform   

October 31 2013 14 passengers were killed in an ambush on a 
commercial bus in Bama district  

November 3 2013 Attack on a wedding convoy by boko Haram 
gunmen killed 30 people including the 
groom along Bamabarki highway   

November 4 2013  Gunmen killed 27 people and burnt down 
300 houses in a raid on Bama a town north 
east of borno State 

November 23 2013  Boko Haram attack on sandiya  village left 
12 residents dead, several homes burnt and 
stole a vehicle 

November 28 2013 Boko Haram insurgents killed 17 residents of 
Sabon Gari village in Damboa in a raid, 
burnt over 100 shops and several vehicles  

November 30 2013 Booko Haram insurgents attacked and killed 
seven fisher men in an ambush in the town of 
Baga-Marwa.    

December 2 2013 Around 200 boko Haram gunmen launched 
coordinated attacks on air force base, a 
military barracks and a nearby check point in 
borono leaving dozens of soldiers and 
civilian dead. Some building and 5 air crafts 
were burnt.     

February 15 2014 Attack on a village of Izghe in North Eastern 
state of Borno left more than 100 people 
dead.     

April 14 2014 Gunmen kidnapped 276 female high school 
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students in chibok borno.  
April 14 2014 A blast rocked a bus station at Nyanya on the 

southern outskirt of Abuja killing at least 75 
people leaving many people injured.    

May 1 2014 A car bomb at the same spot, kills 19 people 
and leaves 80 injured.  

May 5 2014 Attack in Gamboru Ngala in Borno killing at 
least 300 people.    

May 20 2014 Two car bomb attacks on a market in jos 
central killing at least 188 and leaving 56 
injured.   

June 1 2014 A bomb explodes at a foot ball stadium in 
mubi that left 40 dead. 

June 3 2014 Hundreds feared dead in attack on 4 borno 
village by Boko Haram sect, the death tolls 
were put at 500. 

June 17-21  2014  Bomb rips through a viewing centre in 
Damaturu, killing some football fans.   

June 24 2014 30 killed in series  of attacks by the sect.   
June 25 2014 Boko Haram bombed a crowded shopping 

mall in Abuja leaving 21 people dead and 17 
injured. 

June 29 2014 Boko Haram gunmen on motorbikes opened 
fire on worshippers during a Sunday mass 
chasing them into the bus. Dozens are feared 
dead in that attack.  

 August 26  2014 Boko Haram sects in an attempt to blow up a 
bridge on the borders with Cameroon left 3 
kids injured.   

July 19 2014 Boko Haram insurgents killed 100 people.  
 
( The guardian 19 July 2014:Www. Theguardian.com/world/July/19/Bokoharam). 
 
 From the foregoing analysis, it is worthy of note that the Boko Haram 
insurgents have graduated from attacking local beer parlours to bombing government 
institutions and other public places. It is also significant to note that from the analysis 
of attacks of the terrorists group Boko Haram, about 5000 persons including civilians, 
security personnel have lost their liv.les from inception up to July 2014, displacing up 
to 650,000 persons especially in the North Eastern and central zones of Nigeria.  
 
Approaches to Resolving Insurgence in Nigeria 

The inevitability of conflict in any society with particular mention of Nigerian 
has become obvious. What is left to be done is how the conflict can be resolved to 
become a constructive one and not destructive. No doubt, Nigerian governments both 
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past and present have always been responding to the calls to resolve conflicts. In as 
much as that is commendable, there is an indication that their strategies do not work 
hence the renewed conflict at very regular intervals across the nation particularly in the 
northern part of the country. According to Salawu (2010), their response are ad-hoc and 
were not organized, in a similar vein, Omorogbe and Omohan (2005), identified only 
two major strategies of conflict management, which are often employed by the 
government of Nigeria to tackle the problem of conflict each time the occur, this has to 
do with deployment of troops of police men to the areas of conflicts with the objective 
of controlling the crises. The two strategies as mentioned by them are the coercive and 
the judicial methods.   
 

However, in a very tensed insurgency, government may draft combined 
military force made up of the army, navy and the air-force, what they call today joint 
task force (JTF) because of the military nature of this kind of intervention however, the 
coercive method is usually associated with many vices such as rape, beating and in 
some cases shooting of innocent citizens (Omorogbe and Omohan, 2005). 
Consequently this method of intervention in the recent insurgency has not been 
successful as mechanism. Thus, Oromareghake and Akpator (2005) opine that: 
 

… the problem with the deployment of security forces that are backed by 
intensive mediation effort is that it unnecessarily prolongs  the stay of such 
security forces deployed in different parts of Nigeria. This is because the unit 
of mobile police or armies frequently deployed to quell disturbances in 
Nigeria has neither the man-date nor the training to act as conflict resolution 
facilitator. 

 
The assertion above implies that drafting security men to the conflict areas 

during the time of crisis would always end up exacerbating the conflict. This is as a 
result of the fact that majority of the security men lack the basic training in conflict 
management and resolution. They therefore, cause more problem than the one on  hand. 

 
 The second method adopted by government is the establishment of judicial 
panel of enquiry. The major failure of this strategy is the inability of the government 
that set up the panel to implement the recommendations of the panel. More often than 
not, we find the government unable to have the political will to act after the panel had 
submitted its report. We find such report being swept under the carpet. That further 
makes one party to continue with impunity, their aggressive onslaught on others. Due 
to the reasons given above, on the weaknesses of the two methods of intervention 
deployed by the government during insurgency, it become highly imperative to explore 
more result-oriented mechanism to handle it. 
 

However, the escalation of the Boko Haram insurgency in Nigeria in early 
2010 made the government to initiate different approaches towards resolving the 
menace in the country. Initially, the government took the activities of the sect on a 
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lighter note, not until 2010 when the sustained attacks by the sect ushered in more 
robes responses by the government. 

 
    In 2014, president Good luck Jonathan signed the Terrorism (Prevention) Act 
this act was amended in 2012 which redesignated the office of the National security 
Advises (NSA) as national coordinator for anti-terrorism. In order to prevent infighting 
among security agencies (Information Nigeria 18 October 2012). 
 
    On 4 June 2013, Boko Haram and Ansaru were prescribed by the government 
describing their activities as terrorism, and warned that any persons associated with the 
groups were liable to prosecution. Consequently the prosecution of hundreds of 
suspected Boko Haram and Ansaru members and collaborators were reported. Thus 
Mohammed Bello Adoke, the attorney-general and justice minister, reported the 
convention of eleven Boko Haram members in 2013 (Adoke, 2013). 
 
    On 4 December2013, the defense head quarters asked for the immediate trial 
of over 500 suspects of Yobe, Borno and Adamawa. Among those recommended for 
trial were paramilitary personnel and a medical doctor who allegedly offered the 
militant direct logistical Support; others who trained there in weapon handling and 
those who confessed that they were trained in Mali and other countries (Cumber 
violence in Nigeria iii 2014), (the guardian 5, December 2013) and (Vanguard 5, 
December 2013). 
 
   Movement has also sought to improve the capacities of the military and 
security services to respond to the challenge of Boko Haram insurgency by improving 
training, equipments and coordination. More emphasis is placed on retraining personnel 
management in urban warfare, counter –terrorism and counter insurgency. Priority was 
placed on personnel management and training, as well as equipment for close quarter. 
Combat intelligence and amphibious operations, demolition and cape sine breeding, 
tactical communication and civil-military relations (CVNII 2014). 
 
    Consequent upon the above, the counter-terrorism and counter insurgency 
centre in jaisi graduated 316 personnel’s. In the words of its commandant, Brigadier-
general Tijani Gulai, army, has trained over 7, 000 from the army, police and Nigerian 
Security and Civil Defense Corps (NSCDC). Seeking to further strengthen counter-
insurgency capacity, the army recently built the country’s first indigenous armored 
personnel’s carriers (APCS) and now produces other protective gears, such as bullet 
proof vests. Thus December 17 2013, President Jonathan unveiled the first done 
designed and constructed by the air force (All Africa 27 July 2012).  
 
    Also in May 2014, Nigeria president, Good-Luck Jonathan and the presidents 
of Benin, Chad, Cameroun and Niger met in Paris in agreement to contail Boko Haram 
on a coordinated basis, sharing in particular surveillance and intelligence gathering 
declaring after the meeting, Chad president Idris Deby stated that African nations were 
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determined to launch a total war on Boko Haram. In this month also, the sect was 
officially declared a terrorist group having link with AL-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb 
by the United Nations Security Council. International sanctions including asset freeze, 
travel ban and arms embargo were imposed against the Islamic extremist group 
(Wikimedia.Org /w/).  
 

In May, 2013, president Good-Luck Jonathan declared state of emergency in 
Borno, Yobe and Adamawa in a bid to fight the activities of Boko Haram.  Curfew was 
imposed in Maiduguri as the military used air strikes and shelling to target Boko Haram 
strongholds. The Nigerian state equally imposed a blockade on the group’s traditional 
base of Maiduguri in Borno in order to establish Nigeria’s territorial integrity. (htt / 
wikpedia. Org/w/Boko Haram) (Premium times, 18 August 2013) and (CVN 111, April 
2014).         
   
The Role of Religious Leaders in Resolving Insurgence in Nigeria    
 Apparently, when one sees the spate of insurgent in Nigeria and the abysmal 
attention given by the government of the day, it becomes difficult to see the end of it. 
Stemming the tide of insurgence in Nigeria seems herculean “curbing insurgence may 
not be as easy as many will suppose (Oromareghake and Akpator 2005).  Indeed 
Abioye (2006), re-echoed the fear that “Nigeria may continue to witness various forms 
of jihad and crusades”.  However, the religious leaders should not fold their hands and 
watch things degenerate into a more deplorable condition than it is now. In this paper 
seven approaches are discussed through which the leadership of various religions in the 
country can stem the barbaric tide of Boko Haram in Nigeria. 
 
(i). Emphasis on the Teaching of Hamartiology in all Religions 

Generally speaking, sin is a universal phenomenon that is common in every 
society, whether primitive or civilized. In other words, the concept of sin is universal. 
Every society has a concept about sin and it is this concept that regulates their morality 
and human conduct. Sin is all about wrong doing, violation of a moral rule, ceremonial 
disruption, nonconformity to custom and broken relationship (Turaki, 2001).  Though 
sin is a general concept, every religion views sin differently. What may be regarded as 
sin in one society may not be sin in another society or religion. It has been argued that 
without the concept of sin, religion would lose its central identity, this is so because at 
the heart of every religion is the fundamental questions of sin. The concept of sin is 
therefore not a prerogative of Christian theology rather it is a concern of almost all 
religious tradition though it may be defined differently. Hence, the concept of sin 
should be a prerogative of all religious practice in Nigeria to achieve sustainable moral 
uprightness in the society. 

 
(ii). Raising the Tempo on the Teachings of Pneumatology   
 The Holy Spirit is very important and essential in the life of the Christian 
church. It is sent according to the scripture to teach us all things, and to bring to 
remembrance of all that Christ has blessed us with different gifts which includes 
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prophesy, miracle, speaking in tongues and interpretation of tongues. Another aspect of 
the spiritual gift that is not so much emphasized in Christian church is the fruit of the 
Holy Spirit (Chiangi, 2011). This fruit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness 
and faithfulness. If considerable attention is given to these teachings by Christian 
religious leaders there will be a sense of spiritual re-orientation by adherents. Islamic 
religion also emphasizes the need to inculcate and execute these qualities of the Holy 
Spirit, which if properly entrenched in Muslims will guarantee peace and order in the 
society. 
 
(iii). Application of Ecclesiology in African Religion 
  Ecclesiology is the teaching of religious doctrines in the language and cultural 
precept of the adherents in a particular place or community (Odey, 2011). All religions 
in Nigeria should buckled up efforts towards the teaching of its religion in the concept, 
culture, language and tradition understandable to its adherents, as such, no fowl 
language that will send wrong signal and interpretation to members should be used 
during doctrinal services. Where the leader or pastor/Imam is of   a different tongue, a 
good interpreter should be used to interpret the doctrines adequately so as not to bring 
about conflict in the society. 
 
(iv). Re-Awakening the Consciousness of the Pluralistic Nature of Nigerian State   
 Religion is the belief in a supernatural being and the response of man towards 
the being expressed in various forms described as religious activities. In this sense, the 
level of recognition and response varies from one person to another and more 
importantly from one religion to another, hence the divergent views.  
 

This brings the reality of pluralism in our religious terrain to the fore. Newbigin 
(1989) sees religious pluralism as ‘the belief that the difference between religions is not 
a matter of truth and falsehood but of different perceptions of the one truth…religious 
belief is a private matter. Each of us is entitled to have as we say a faith of our own”. 

 
 There is to be a re-awakening of this important consciousness that Nigeria as a 
state does not have a particular way of responding to the supernatural being. Instead, 
people should be allowed to respond to God in any way one deems fulfilling without 
infringing on someone else’s right. According to Ehioghae (2006), “…each person is 
entitled to have a faith that is in harmony with the secular nature of the Nigeria state”. 
This view is captured in the 1979 constitution of the federal republic of Nigeria that 
“the state shall not adopt any religion as the state religion” throughout the colonial 
period. Onyeidu (2001), reveals that “the administration had consistently maintained a 
neutral policy in matters of religion. This was mainly because of the fact that peacefully 
co-existence in a multi-religious society like Nigeria is only possible in a secular state 
where religion is practiced freely.  Religious leaders should be properly inductrinated 
into this worldview and they should communicate same to their followers. Often time, 
it is noticed that a good number of religious leader preach something that perpetuate 
conflict and violence by projecting ideologies of superiority over other religions. 
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(v) Raising the Tempo of Teaching Forgiveness 
 Conflict exacerbate when a party keeps remembering the wrong done to them 
and the hurts they are suffering. It is in attempt to revenge and retaliate that conflict 
heightens. It is such time of seeking revenge and retaliation that the virtue of 
forgiveness becomes a necessity. It might be difficult but it must have to be done   
otherwise one loses one’s identity as a Christian or Muslim. During the bible time, 
Peter confronted Jesus with the question of how many times should a brother offend 
one and one would go out of one’s way to take revenge or retaliate?  But Jesus gave an 
answer that suggests no revenge. Jesus said seventy times seven (Matthew 18:21-22). It 
is humanly impossible for someone to offend another that number of times in a day. 
 
 Jesus does not take the issue of forgiveness lightly. When he taught his 
disciples how to pray, he highlighted the importance of forgiveness. He did that by 
giving the condition of obtaining forgiveness from God is by forgiving one another. 
The sermon of forgiveness is a great and potent tool of conflict management and 
resolution. Religious leaders should de-emphasize “teeth for tats” and encourage one 
another, “when one slap you in one cheek, turn the other”. This resolves conflict easily 
when it is imbibed, but that is a product of forgiveness (Ugwu and Ononogbu, 2012). 
Pope John II says “the guarantee for lasting peace is forgiveness, a world without 
forgiveness is a world of endless violence”. The Pope opined further that “with 
Christian virtue of forgiveness, past hurt and wound and bitterness and resentment over 
such hurts and wound could be adequately healed and wholesome human relationship 
can once again begin afresh” quoted in Ugwu and Ononogbu, (2012). 
 
 Forgiveness is a concept that cuts across religion, not only in Christianity does 
one finds forgiveness. Some people think that in Islam for instance, there is no 
forgiveness but that is wrong. Forgiveness is an attribute which has received due 
attention in Islam and which has been extensively discussed in the holy Qu’ran and 
Hadith (Islamic tradition). In Islam, forgiveness signifies overlooking the offence and 
sin of a person who has purposefully or mistakenly done you wrong, such as insulting 
you by his words beating you up or exacting your property. Ignoring all these issues 
and not committing this wrong is called forgiveness”. 
 
 Forgiveness is recognized in Islam when we forgive someone when we have 
the power to take revenge. The forgiveness desired by Islam and its leaders relate to 
this kind. In the holy Qur’an Allah (7:199) said turn to forgiveness and enjoin good and 
turn aside from ignorance. The problem is that implementing it is most times hard. 
Emphasis on prosperity and materialism by many preachers today should give way to 
greater emphasis on forgiveness. Over emphasis or prosperity and materialism can 
cause problem of worldliness and corruption among the people but over emphasis on 
forgiveness can only lead to resolution of conflict  
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(vi). Emphasizing the Teaching of Eschatology 
Eschatology is all about the study of the last thing such as death, judgment and 

Parousia – the second coming of Christ. There was a time when such teaching 
dominated the programme of the church. The ancient orientation about the second 
coming of Christ to judge the world sparked great measure of commitment of 
relationship and brotherliness. The consciousness that death is imminent and it is 
appointed unto man once  to die and after that comes judgment, caused many Christians 
to remain at peace with one another. This is because death was so much highlighted as 
coming unexpectedly. As such times, conflicts were at the barest minimum. Many 
Christians were careful the way they lived their lives, because of the slogan that “Jesus 
is coming soon” it permeated the lifestyle of Christians. 

 
 Eschatology is one of the greatest tools the church can use in conflict resolution 
or management. According to Ekpenyong (2011), the church enlightens man with an 
adequate satisfying eschatology through an acceptable explanation of the mystery of 
death and life-after death. Christianity in discharging this eschatological function of 
religion offers their adherents the prospects of a person God who after death, judges 
every person for reward or punishment according to each person’s stewardship here on 
earth. 
 Apart from Christianity eschatology, there is also Islamic eschatology, a 
significant portion about one third of the Qur’an deals with these beliefs with many 
Hadith elaborating or the themes and details. It emphasizes the inevitable resurrection, 
judgment and the eternal division of the righteous and wicked. “The Qur’an proclaims 
this eschatology with a pervading aura of certitude and claims that sheer folly to doubt 
the inevitability of the end-time” (Ntamu, 2011). 
 
(vii) Dialogue and Inter-religious Dialogue 
 Dialogue is an important concept that performs wonders when it comes to 
conflict resolution. Etymologically, dialogue comes from the Greek word dialogue 
meaning the process of clarifying problems (Mariam Webster dictionary 2014). The 
conversation between two or more people, its essence is that participants alternatively 
speak and listen”. Dialogue is anti-crises and antidote to conflict. It provides a 
framework and a meeting point for the warring parties to come together and lay down 
their hatchets. The religious leaders can use the platform of dialogue to pontificate in a 
conflict situation through its leadership or delegate as an unbiased umpire. Considering 
the revered level which the religious leadership of various religions operate which the 
members of the society have accepted too it would be absurd for the members of the 
religious leadership class to use dialogue to operate with prejudice and bias. Ekeke 
(2008), expresses this position more when he said that “in a multi-ethnic and multi-
religious groups as Nigeria, the first role Christian leaders and churches should play in 
bringing peace to Nigeria is not to take a stand with the government but in being neutral 
mediator who mediate a reasonable dialogue between the parties in dispute”.  
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The same applies also to the Islamic leaders and other stakeholders. There has 
to be neutrality in using dialogue in conflict management and resolution in cases that do 
not involve government. The church in using the tool of dialogue should ensure that she 
is not influenced by the whims of any of the   parties involved in the conflict. Neutrality 
is essentially emphasized during dialogue. In dialogue, the church through her leader or 
delegation should enforce the power of persuasion on all the parties involved. To 
achieve that faster, relevant biblical texts should be read and proper Holy 
accompaniments (Omeire, 2001). 
 

The essence of dialogue is to enact peace. In support of this, kemdiri (1986) 
opines that “peace is the main purpose of dialogue at whatever level of human 
relationship…” Ikwum (2002) buttresses this point when he asserts that “dialogue 
therefore becomes the outstanding promising agents of national peace, the means of 
political stability, the compass for unshakeable national unity, and the instrument of 
love”. At this juncture, it is highly necessary to aver that dialogue is a veritable tool for 
social cohesion and integration, which enhances the development of human 
relationships, which in turn develops into an important promising agent of national 
peace and unity. 
 
Recommendations 

i. The leaders of every religion in Nigeria should ensure that leadership position is 
assumed by training, so that leaders may have at least the technical know-how in 
conflict resolution.  

ii. The roundtable platform which involves the leaders of various religions should 
be strengthened and made compulsory for all the leaders to participate. 

iii. Regular orientation and workshop should be organized for the religious leaders 
by the National Orientation Agency and other stakeholders in Conflict 
management and resolution. 

iv. The Federal government should ensure that reports of every judicial panel of 
inquiry on religious conflict are strictly attended to. 

v. Proper punishment and compensation should be administered to groups or 
individual that deserve them. 

vi. Efforts of government are truly appreciated recently as efforts have been put in 
place to tackle the menace of Boko-Haram. Highly technical ammunitions have 
been purchase which aided the Nigerian troop to defeat the boko-haram 
members, where about sixty of its members were killed and their leader seriously 
injured. This type of measure should be sustained. 

vii. Religious teachings should always be done under an understandable atmosphere 
where the adherent understands accurately the teachings of its leader, rather than 
sending wrong signal, as well as misinterpretation of religious doctrines which 
most often perpetuates conflict and violence.    
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Conclusions 
 It is obvious that conflict is one of the products of social interactions that 
characterize every human society. Insurgency is one of such conflicts that have typified 
our country Nigeria. However, it seems fatal in the recent times but history would 
prove that it has always been there. Its effects are increasingly becoming horrible and 
the need to come up with very proactive measure to curtail it becomes inevitable. 
 
 The paper has challenged the various religious leaders as foremost stakeholders 
in the whole scenario to sit up. It is expected that they should engage their respective 
followers in an exercise of attitudinal change. Adopting such approach through 
teachings on certain vital religious tenet would go a long way in promoting peaceful 
coexistence among diverse religious and political groups. There is no gainsaying that 
peace is the foremost bedrock to economic/political growth in any society. 
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